
August 23, 2019 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY HEALTH  
DEPARTMENT TO OFFER CAR SEAT SAFETY 
INSPECTIONS 
September is Child Passenger Safety Month 

Contact:  

Deborah Stilphen, PIO 

PIO.CHD57@flhealth.gov 

850-564-2275 

Milton, Fla. - The Florida Department of Health in Santa Rosa County (DOH-Santa Rosa) will be 

conducting free car seat safety checks Wednesday, September 18, at the health department’s Milton 

location, 5527 Stewart Street.  The event will be held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Nationally certified 

safety seat technicians will be on hand to examine seats to be sure they are correctly installed.   

According to Florida CHARTS, in 2018, injuries caused in motor vehicle accidents accounted for 39 

emergency room visits by children 4 years old and younger. That same year, one child under the 

age of 1 died in a motor vehicle crash. Proper use of child safety seats can reduce these injuries and 

deaths by more than half, according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).   

The Florida Child Restraint Misuse Rate report for 2018 lists the rate of improperly used car seats in 

our county at 94%. More than 50% of the seats examined were installed incorrectly. A certified 

safety seat technician can examine your child’s seat to determine if it is installed correctly and is 

appropriate for your child’s age and size.  The technician will also look at the condition of the seat to 

determine if it should be replaced.  If a new seat is needed, a limited number of seats will be 

available at the September 18 event for a small donation. 

Help Purchase a Seat for a Family in Need. 

In 1995, the Florida legislature established a program that allows vehicle owners to donate to a fund 

that will provide car seats to families that cannot afford them.  It is called the $2 Difference Child 

Safety Seat Program.  The program allows vehicle owners to make a donation of $2, or more, to the 

Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund.  All funds donated through the Santa Rosa County Tax 

Collector’s Office are returned to the county in the form of child safety seats.  If you would like to 

help purchase a car seat for a family in need, we encourage you to consider making a donation 

when you renew your car registration or register a new vehicle.  

For more information on the DOH-Santa Rosa child safety seat event, contact Stephanie White at 

850-983-5200, ext. 2274. For more information on child passenger safety, visit the Florida 

Department of Transportation website at https://www.fdot.gov/safety/2a-programs/op/cps.shtm 

 

 



 

About the Florida Department of Health 
 
The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works to 
protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county 
and community efforts. 
 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter at @HealthyFla. For more information about the 
Florida Department of Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov. 
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