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Milton, FL — The Florida Department of Health in Santa Rosa County would like to 
remind everyone to take precautions to avoid contact with wild or domestic animals that 
may be carrying rabies, after a Pace resident was exposed to a cat that later tested 
positive for the disease.  Residents and visitors should be aware that rabies is present 
in the wild animal population and domestic animals are at risk if not vaccinated.  

Rabies is a disease that affects the brain.  The virus is carried in the saliva of infected animals 

and is usually transmitted to people and other animals through a bite or scratch.  Most cases of 

rabies occur in wild animals such as raccoons, foxes, skunks and bats, but domesticated 

animals can carry it as well.  The disease is fatal to humans and animals, but rabies in humans 

can be prevented if rabies vaccine is administered as soon as possible after exposure.  There 

are also vaccines to protect dogs, cats and other domesticated animals from contracting the 

disease.  

 An animal with rabies may appear sick or lethargic, have problems swallowing, or drool or 

salivate excessively.  A wild animal may appear tamer than usual and some animals may have 

no visible symptoms at all. 

The health department advises residents and visitors to take precautions to avoid exposing 

themselves or their pets to rabies: 

• Avoid all contact with wild and unfamiliar domesticated animals. 

• Never try to feed or pick up a stray dog or cat and do not approach wild animals. 

• Children should also be taught not to approach wild animals or unfamiliar pets, even if 
they appear friendly.  

• Do not place feeders in the yard – the food will attract unwanted animals such as 
raccoons, foxes and stray dogs and cats. 

• Bring in pet food at night and secure trash cans with fasteners, or place trash containers 
in the garage. 

• Do not leave pets outside unsupervised and do not allow them to roam free.  If a pet is 
bitten, seek veterinary assistance immediately and contact Santa Rosa County Animal 
Services at 850-983-4680.   

• Cover bird feeders.  Most squirrel-proof coverings also deter wild animals. 

• Vaccinate pets against rabies and keep their vaccinations up to date.  Follow your 
veterinarian’s recommendation for revaccination. 

 



• Contact Animal Control to remove stray animals from your neighborhood. 
  

If bitten, or scratched by a wild animal or stray domesticated animal, wash the wound 

immediately with soap and water.  This is the first line of defense against rabies!  Seek medical 

attention immediately and report the incident to the Florida Department of Health in Santa Rosa 

County at 850-983-5275 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

To report an animal bite after hours call 850-418-5566. 

About the Florida Department of Health 

The department, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works to 

protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county 

and community efforts. 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter at @HealthyFla. For more information about the 

Florida Department of Health please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov. 
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